
 

This week's Tea News  

 

1 - Sri Lanka’s Ceylon tea exports increase in March 

 

2 - Expert says we've been making tea wrong and it's not about milk 

https://economynext.com/sri-lankas-ceylon-tea-exports-increase-in-march-160266/
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/expert-says-weve-been-making-29012035


 

Tea Statistics  

 

 

 



Market movement at International Auction Centers this week 

 

Currency  - As of 30th April 2024  

 

 



 

 

Elevation Average (April - 03rd Sale) 

HIGH 

Rs.1,196.39       USD 4.08 

MEDIUM 

Rs.1,073.50       USD 3.66 

LOW 

Rs.1,294.37       USD 4.41 

TOTAL 

Rs.1,227.18       USD 4.18 



Quantity Sold during the period 22nd - 27th April 2024 

 

Tea Tech Tips 

 

Density of graded tea can be increased by winnowing.  



Crop & Weather (For the period 23rd  - 29th April 2024)                                                                                       

 

The Western and Nuwara Eliya planting districts experienced sunny mornings throughout the 

week. The Department of Meteorology forecasts misty mornings in Nuwara Eliya and heavy 

showers in the Western region. 

  

The Uva/Udapussellawa's reported bright conditions. 

  

The Low grown's experienced sunny mornings followed by rains in the evenings.  Misty 

mornings and heavy showers are to be expected in the Low grown district. 

  

All districts recorded an increase in their crop intakes. 



Weather Forecast (For the period 02nd - 08th May 

2024)                                

 

Holiday Notice 

CEYLON TEA BROKERS PLC 

Please note that our Head Office, Warehouse and Sample Room will be closed for business 

on the following day:  Wednesday, 01st May 2024 - May Day   



This Week's Market Movement at Colombo Tea Auction 

 

Order of Sale this week 

 



Demand: Ex-Estate met with lower demand whilst good demand 

prevailed for Low Growns. 

 

 

 

 



High Grown Teas 

 

BOP 

Best Western’s declined by Rs.50-100/- per kg. Below best were irregular and barely steady. 

Plainer types eased by Rs.40/- per kg. Nuwara Eliya’s were irregularly easier. Uda 

Pussellawa’s lost by Rs.40/- per kg. Uva's declined by Rs.100/- per kg and more. 

 

BOPF 

Best Western’s selected high priced teas were sharply lower. Below best were firm to Rs.40/- 

per kg lower. Plainer sorts declined by Rs.40/- per kg and more. Nuwara Eliya’s were firm. 

Uda Pussellawa’s were eased by Rs.30/- per kg following quality. Uva’s were Rs.70-80/-  per 

kg lower. 



Medium Grown Teas 

 

BOP1 - Select best and best moved up by Rs.100/- per kg, whilst all others were dearer by 

Rs.50/- per kg.   

OP1 - Select best were lower by Rs.50/- per kg whilst all others held firm. 

 OP/OPA - Select best dropped by Rs.50/- per kg. Below best and others were lower by 

Rs.20/- per kg. 

 PEK - In general, maintained.  

 PEK1 – Select best were lower by Rs.50/- per kg whilst all others remained unchanged.   

FBOP – Select best were dearer by Rs.100/- per kg. Best and below best moved up by 

Rs.150/- per kg whilst others appreciated by Rs.50/- per kg.    

FBOPF1 – Select best and best gained by Rs.50/- per kg whilst all others maintained. 



CTC Teas 

 

HIGH GROWN 

BP1 – Irregular. 

PF1 – Dropped by Rs.50/- per kg. 

 

MEDIUM   GROWN 

BP1 – Irregular. 

PF1 – Easier by Rs.50/- per kg. 

 

LOW   GROWN 

BP1 – Firm. 



PF1 – Maintained. 

 

Low Grown Teas 

 

BOP1 - All round firm to dearer.   

OP1 - Select best were firm to dearer whilst best and below best were firm to lower.   



OP - Select best held firm whilst best and below best were firm to dearer. Poorer sorts 

maintained. 

 OPA - Select best held firm whilst best and below best were firm to dearer. Poorer sorts 

maintained. 

 PEKOE/PEKOE1 - PEK's in general firm whilst PEK1's were dearer.  

 FBOP/FBOP1 - Select best were firm to slightly lower on last, whilst below best and others 

were firm to dearer.   

BOP - Select best and best were firm to dearer whilst below best and others were barely 

steady.   

BOPF - All-round firm.   

FBOPF/FBOPF1 - Select best FBOPF’s were firm to dearer, whilst all others were lower.  Select 

best and best FBOPF1's were dearer whilst all others were lower. 

Off Grades 

 



FGS/FGS1 - High growns were lower by Rs.20-40/- per kg. Medium and low growns declined 

by Rs.10 -20/- per kg. CTC’s eased by Rs.20-30/- per kg.   

BM - Cleaner varieties were firm to Rs.10-20/- per kg easier. Below best and Bottom eased by 

Rs.20-30/- per kg.   

BP - In general, maintained.   

BOP1A -  Best were firm to easier by Rs.20-30/- per kg. Below Best held firm, whilst the 

poorer sorts appreciated  by Rs.20-30/- per kg. 

 



DUST Grades 

 

DUST1 -  Best and below best were firm on last. CTC's lost by Rs.20-30/- per kg. Best and 

below best low growns were lower by Rs.20-40/- per kg.    

DUST - Cleaner secondaries and low growns declined by Rs.20-40/- per kg. 

 



Top Prices - Sale No.17 of 29th / 30th April 2024 

 



 

 



 

 



Future Sales Information (Sale No.18 of 07th / 08th May 2024)                                                                     

 

  Awaiting Sale – Catalogue Details 

 

SALE NO. 20 – 20TH / 21ST MAY 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 03rd May 

2024. 

 SALE NO. 21 – 28TH / 29TH MAY 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 09th May 

2024.  

  



SALE NO. 22 – 04TH / 05TH JUNE 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 16th May 

2024. 

Elevation Wise – Statistics – Colombo Auction Averages 

 

 



 

World Tea Production (In Million Kilos) 

 



Other Markets 

 

Jakarta Auction of 25th April 2024 

CTC LEAF 

DEMAND: Selective demand on the range of teas on offer. 

MARKET: The total CTC leaf teas sold this week was 70.48% (754,770.93kgs) of the total 

offering of 1,070,832.96Kgs. 

LARGER BROKEN: Select invoices of best larger broken sold at irregular prices, good teas 

were barely steady, better medium & medium teas sold steady to easier whilst plainer teas 

were discounted with only a few invoices sold at easier prices by a couple of rupees. Larger 

volumes of medium category larger broken remain unsold.  

MEDIUM BROKEN: Good, best and better medium teas selectively sold at barely steady to 

easier prices whilst medium & plainer teas sold at firm prices.  



SMALLER BROKEN: Best teas fetched dearer prices at irregular levels following quality and 

competition. Good teas at the lower end declined substantially whilst the top end was 

steady. Better medium, medium & plainer sold barely steady to easier. However, there were 

some unsold teas in the medium & plainer teas.  

FANNING: Very few lines of fanning were on offer in the best teas which sold at steady prices. 

Reminders sold barley steady to easier.     

ORTHODOX LEAF 

DEMAND: Good demand. 

MARKET: The high grown whole leaf grades sold fully firm to dearer. The high grown broken 

sold irregularly. Fanning sold firm. Other whole leaf, broken & fanning sold at irregularly 

around last price levels. 

  CTC DUST 

DEMAND: Good Demand. 

MARKET: CTC dust offer this week was at 316,984.26Kgs of which 261,748.65kgs were sold 

(82.57%).  

PD: Best category PD met with firm to dearer prices selectively on quality and competition. 

Good teas sold fully firm. Remainders sold at barely steady to easier prices.  

RD: Best & Good category sold barely steady to easier. Better Medium, medium and plainer 

teas sold easier by Rs. 1 to 2. 

  ORTHODOX DUST 

DEMAND: Good demand.  

MARKET: High grown primary dust continues to sell at irregular and dearer prices on 

competition. Secondary teas sold barely steady. Other category primary dust firm to dearer. 

Secondary grades sold barely steady, powdery and fibrous sorts continue to be discounted.  

(Courtesy - J. Thomas & Co. Pvt. Ltd) 



Bangladesh Auction of 29th April 2024 

CTC LEAF: 23,685 packages of tea on offer met with a strong but selective demand. 

  

BROKENS: Best Brokens were very strongly competed for and mostly sold above valuations. 

Below best met with a good demand and sold in line with quality with some withdrawals. 

Lesser quality met with much lower bids than valuations and met with heavy withdrawals 

particularly the plainer varieties. BLF teas were mostly neglected as bids were much lower 

than price ideas. 

  

FANNINGS: Best Fannings met with a strong demand and were often dearer following 

quality. Below Best/Good varieties met with a fairly good demand, but buyers were 

somewhat selective in their purchase. As a result, quite a few teas were withdrawn having 

failed to meet the valuations. Medium teas met with a limited demand and few teas sold at 

valuations. The bulk of it was withdrawn. Plain varieties met with a very discriminating 

market and were mostly withdrawn owing to low bids. BLF teas were mostly neglected as 

bids were much lower than price ideas. 

  

DUST: 4,840 packages of tea on offer met with a good demand. Good liquoring Ds and CDs 

met with good competition and generally sold above Brokers' valuation fetching between 

Tk.419/- and Tk.295/-. PDs and RDs were well supported and rates for these ranged between 

Tk. 245/-and Tk.280/-. BLF Dusts proved difficult of sale. Loose tea buyers lent good support 

whilst Blenders were selective in their purchase. 

  

COMMENTS: This was the First sale of the season which met with a very strong demand 

from the Loose tea buyers for black, well-made teas backed by strong useful liquors. Other 

varieties met with a discriminating market and only a fair weight was sold with large 

withdrawals. Blenders were very selective. Good liquoring Dusts particularly CDs were a 

strong feature of the sale.   

(Courtesy - National Brokers Limited)  



Kolkata Auction of 30th April 2024   

Good demand for better liquoring Assams which are selling in line with quality. Remainder 

selling at irregularly easier levels. Select weight of Medium & Plainer Dooars seen so far are 

easier. Western India - Operating, TCPL - Selective Exporters - Operating. Internal / Local - 

Operating Based on TCP & PAR's (1st session) Catalogue.   

(Courtesy - Associated Brokers Pvt. Ltd) 

Mombasa /Malawi /Guwahati Auction   

The above market report details were not available at the time of printing this publication. 

 

 


