
 

This week's Tea News  

 

1 - Mideast tensions threaten Sri Lankan tea exports 

 

https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Mideast-tensions-threaten-Sri-Lankan-tea-exports-60594.html


2 - Ceylon Tea creates buzz in London and Scotland 

https://www.dailynews.lk/2024/04/22/business/504222/ceylon-tea-creates-buzz-in-london-and-scotland/


 

Tea Statistics  

 

 



Market movement at International Auction Centers this week 

 

Currency  - As of 24th April 2024  

 



 

 

 

Elevation Average (April - 02nd Sale) 

HIGH 

Rs.1,202.93     USD 4.07 

MEDIUM 

Rs.1,076.56     USD 3.64 



LOW 

Rs.1,288.08   USD 4.36 

TOTAL 

Rs.1,226.92    USD 4.15 

Quantity Sold during the period 15th  - 20th April 2024 

 

Tea Tech Tips 

 



Grades should be made in the Rolling / Rotorvane while leaves are wet. Crushing fired tea to 

make grades should be avoided.  

Crop & Weather (For the period 16th  - 22nd April 2024)                                                                                       

 

The Western planting districts experienced sunny mornings followed by gloomy evenings with 

occasional showers. The Department of Meteorology forecasts afternoon showers in the 

Western region.  The Uva/Udapussellawa's reported bright conditions. Misty mornings followed 

by evening showers are to be expected in Uva.  The Low grown's experienced sunny weather 

throughout.  Misty mornings followed by evening showers are to be expected in the Low grown 

district.  All districts recorded an increase in their crop intakes except for the Westerns which 

reported a decline. 



Weather Forecast (For the period 25th April - 01st May 

2024)                                

 

RA  - Certification  - Aruna Group 

 

We congratulate "Aruna Group" for achieving the "Rainforest Alliance Certificate" for the 

under-mentioned factories from Indocert.   

1. Aruna Tea Factory (Pvt) Ltd  

2. Morapitiya Tea Factory (Pvt) Ltd  



3. Aruna Passara Tea Factory (Pvt) Ltd  

4. Aruna Keppetipola Tea Factory (Pvt) Ltd  

5. Aruna Mahaweli Tea Factory (Pvt) Ltd  

6. Romaclo Beverages (Pvt) Ltd  

Holiday Notice 

CEYLON TEA BROKERS PLC 

Please note that our Head Office, Warehouse and Sample Room will be closed for business on 

the following day:  Wednesday, 01st May 2024 - May Day   



This Week's Market Movement at Colombo Tea Auction 

 



Next week's Auction (Sale No.17) is scheduled for Monday, 29th & 

Tuesday, 30th April 2024 

Order of Sale this week 

 

Demand: Ex-Estate met with irregular demand whilst good demand 

prevailed for Low Growns. 

 



 

 

High Grown Teas 

 

 

 



BOP 

Best Western’s were firm to Rs.50/- per kg easier. Below best eased by Rs.50/- per kg whilst the 

plainer types lost further. Nuwara Eliya’s continued to sell well. Uva / Uda Pussellawa’s were 

barely steady. 

 

BOPF 

Best Western’s were mostly firm. Below best were firm to Rs.50/- per kg easier. Plainer clean 

types were firm whilst others eased up to Rs.50/- per kg. Nuwara Eliya’s gained by Rs.20-30/- 

per kg. Uda Pussellawa’s were Rs.40-50/- per kg easier. Uva’s were generally firm. 

Medium Grown Teas 

 

 



BOP1 – In general, firm.   

OP1 – Select best, best and below best were lower by Rs. 50/- per kg whilst others maintained. 

 OP/OPA – Select best were lower by Rs. 50/- per kg. Best eased by Rs. 20/- per kg.Others 

remained unchanged.    

PEK – Select best and best held firm whilst all others were lower by Rs. 20/- per kg. 

 PEK1 – Select best moved up by Rs.100/- per kg whilst best were dearer by Rs. 50/- per kg. 

Others held firm.   

FBOP – Select best and best remained unchanged whilst below best and others dropped by Rs. 

50/- per kg.   

FBOPF1 – Select best and best held firm. Best were lower by Rs. 50/- per kg. Others declined by 

Rs. 20/- per kg. 

CTC Teas 

 



HIGH GROWN 

BP1 – Lower by Rs.100/- per kg. 

PF1 – Dropped by Rs.50/- per kg. 

 

MEDIUM   GROWN 

BP1 – Lost by Rs.50/- per kg. 

PF1 – Easier by Rs.50/- per kg. 

 

LOW   GROWN 

BP1 – Firm 

PF1 – Declined by Rs.50/- per kg. 

 



Low Grown Teas 

 

BOP1 - All round firm to dearer.  OP1 - Select best were easier whilst best and below best were 

firm. Poorer sorts were dearer.   

OP - Select best held firm whilst best and below best were firm to lower. Poorer sorts 

maintained.    

OPA - Select best were firm whilst best and below best were firm to lower. Poorer sorts 

maintained.   

PEKOE/PEKOE1 - PEK's in general were lower, whilst PEK1's were firm.   

FBOP/FBOP1 - Select best were firm to last, whilst below best and others were barely steady.   

BOP - Select best and best were firm whilst below best and others appreciated.   

BOPF - All-round firm.   



FBOPF/FBOPF1 - Select best FBOPF’s were firm, whilst all others were irregular. Select best ad 

best were dearer whilst all others were barely steady. 

 

Off Grades 

 

FGS/FGS1 - High growns were lower by Rs.20-40/- per kg. Medium and low growns declined by 

Rs.20 -40/- per kg. CTC’s eased by Rs.20-40/- per kg.   



BM - Cleaner varieties shed by Rs.20-30/- per kg. Below best and Bottom eased by Rs.10-20/- 

per kg.   

BP - In general, easier by Rs. 40-60/- per kg.   

BOP1A -  Best were firm to easier by Rs.20-30/- per kg. Below Best were easier by Rs.30-40/- per 

kg, whilst the poorer sorts declined by Rs.20-30/- per kg. 

 



DUST Grades 

 

DUST1 -  Best and below best were firm on last. CTC's appreciated by Rs.20-40/- per kg. Best low 

growns maintained. Below best low growns lower by Rs. 20-40/- per kg.   

DUST - Cleaner secondaries were dearer by Rs. 30-60/- per kg. Low growns maintained. 

 



Top Prices - Sale No.16 of 22nd / 24th April 2024 

 



 

 



Future Sales Information (Sale No.17 of 29th / 30th April 2024)                                                                     

 

  Awaiting Sale – Catalogue Details 

 

 

SALE NO. 19 – 14TH / 15TH MAY 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 25th April 2024.    

 



SALE NO. 20 – 20TH / 21ST MAY 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 03rd May 2024. 

  SALE NO. 21 – 28TH / 29TH MAY 2024 

Ex-Estate catalogue and Main Sale catalogues are scheduled to be closed on the 09th May 2024. 

Elevation Wise – Statistics – Colombo Auction Averages 

 

 



 

World Tea Production (In Million Kilos) 

 



Tea Production Statistics  - March 2024 

 

Sri Lanka Tea Production for the month of March 2024 amounted to 19.57Mn/Kg, vis-à-vis 

22.29 Mn/Kg in 2023. (-2.72 Mn/Kg). Cumulative crop to end March 2024 was 58.17 Mn/Kg, 

compared with 59.51 Mn/Kg in 2023. (-1.35 Mn/Kg)  

  



Elevation wise analysis shows that for the month of March 2024, Medium Growns witnessed an 

increase of +0.24 Mn/Kg in volume, whereas High and Low Grown categories recorded a decline 

of -0.02 Mn/Kgs and -2.93 Mn/Kg respectively when compared to the corresponding period in 

2023. 

  

CTC's recorded 1.89 Mn/Kg for the month of March 2024 compared to 1.91Mn/Kg the previous 

year, which recorded an drop of -0.02 Mn/Kg. 

Other Markets 

 

Mombasa Auction  of 22nd / 23rd April 2024 

Fair general demand for the 253,280 packages (16,928,042.00 kilos) available in the market 

with    41.57% neglected.   

Bazaar, Pakistan Packers and Afghanistan lent more support but at lower levels while Egyptian 

Packers and UK maintained activity. Yemen and other Middle Eastern countries showed reduced 

enquiry with Russia, Kazakhstan and other CIS states selective. Sudan and Local Packers reduced 

interest with Iran quiet. Somalia maintained activity at the lower end of the market.   



LEAF GRADES (M2) 

BP1- Best – Were firm to easier by up to USC39. Brighter – Varied between steady to USC3 

dearer with select teas appreciating by up to USC29 to easier by up to USC10. Mediums – KTDA 

mediums were a weak feature with only a few lines at last levels while most teas remained 

unsold. Plantation mediums were firm to dearer by up to USC13. Lower Medium – Saw improved 

enquiry and were steady to USC25 dearer with selected lines gaining USC35 but a few invoices 

lost up to USC25.Plainer – Irregular ranging between steady to USC16 above last levels to USC12 

easier. 

  

PF1 

Best – Lost up to USC23. Brighter – Were firm to USC13 easier.Mediums – KTDA mediums were 

steady with select invoices gaining USC25 and USC26. Plantation mediums were irregular 

ranging between firm to USC13 dearer to easier by up to USC9.Lower Medium – Varied between 

USC11 above previous levels to easier by up to USC16.Plainer – Were irregular with some teas 

appreciating by up to USC12 while others shed up to USC18.  

 DUST GRADES (M1) 

PDUST - Best – Irregular varying between steady to USC24 dearer to easier by up to 

USC17.Brighter – Were firm to easier by up to USC21.Mediums – KTDA mediums were mostly 

steady at previous levels but a few teas lost up to USC27 with plantation mediums ranging 

between firm to USC9 dearer to easier by up to USC48. Lower Medium – Were irregular and 

varied between firm to USC13 dearer to USC17 below last prices.Plainer – Ranged between 

USC24 dearer to easier by USC18. 

  

DUST1- Best – Saw some teas appreciate by up to USC12 while others shed up to USC5.  

Brighter – A few invoices advanced up to USC16 with most lines firm to easier by a similar 

margin.Mediums – KTDA mediums varied between steady to USC4 dearer to up to USC10 below 

last rates while plantation mediums lost up to USC22.Lower Medium – Met improved enquiry 



gaining up to USC25, a few lines however were easier by up to USC22.Plainer – Were steady to 

USC12 dearer. 

 SECONDARY GRADES (S1) - In the Secondary sale, BPs were irregular with best types dearer 

while PFs held value. Clean well sorted coloury Fannings were about steady with similar DUSTs 

firm. Other Fannings were dearer while DUSTs sold at previous rates. BMFs were readily 

absorbed at dearer levels.   

 (Courtesy - Africa Tea Brokers Limited)  

Kolkata Auction of 23rd April 2024   

Good demand. Good and best Assams are selling in line with quality. Remainder irregularly 

easier. Good Dooars are tending easier. Medium and plainer Dooars are barely steady to easier. 

Western India - Operating, Exporters - Selective. Internal / Local - Operating Based on JT 

Catalogue.   

(Courtesy - Associated Brokers Pvt. Ltd, Kolkata) 

Malawi Auction of 24th April 2024    

Selective demand continued this week for the 7880 packages on offer. 

BP1 were neglected. 

PF1 - Few selected invoices sold at firm to 29USC dearer, balance were taken out 

without bids. 

PD were firm to 2USC easier on last where sold. 

D1 held firm to 4USC dearer. 



PF1SC - Selected invoices fetched firm to 40USC dearer. 

Secondaries met selective interest and were up to 2USC easier where sold. 

 (Courtesy - Tea Brokers Central Africa Limited)  

Jakarta Auction of 18th April 2024 

CTC LEAF 

DEMAND: Reduced demand and further depleted as the sale progressed. 

MARKET: The total CTC leaf teas sold this week was 74.40% (929,452.20kgs) of the total offering 

of 1,249,271.76Kgs. 

LARGER BROKEN: Best & good liquoring larger broken met with subdued demand and only a few 

lots sold at substantially lower prices. Remaining category larger broken though sold in larger 

percentage prices eased between Rs. 1 to Rs. 3. 

MEDIUM BROKEN: Only a limited volume of best and good categories only sold at easier prices, 

Larger percentage of teas in this category continue to remain unsold. Better medium, medium & 

plainer teas sold barely steady however as the sale progressed demand started depleting and 

larger volumes of teas went unsold.  

SMALLER BROKEN: Select invoices in the top end sold barely steady, however larger volume sold 

substantially easier particularly at the lower end of the best category. Good teas eased by Rs. 3 

to 5. Better medium, smaller broken saw an easier market by Rs. 2 to 8 with larger volume of 

teas remained unsold especially as the sale progressed, whilst the medium and plainer teas sold 

barely steady with the browner and fibrous sorts discounted.  

FANNING : Less demand on the best teas with the market substantially easier. Good teas saw a 

huge fall in demand with a larger percentage of good teas remaining unsold and better medium 

teas witnessing a price drop of up to Rs. 5. Medium & plainer teas fetched barely steady prices.  

  



 

ORTHODOX LEAF 

DEMAND: Good demand. 

MARKET: The high grown whole leaf grades sold barely to easier. The high grown broken sold 

firm. Fanning saw irregular prices. Other whole leaf, broken & fanning sold at irregular price 

levels. 

 CTC DUST 

DEMAND: - Good Demand. 

MARKET: CTC dust offer this week was at 370,062.90kgs of which 292,973.21kgs were sold 

(79.17%).  

PD: Best category PD met with firm to dearer prices selectively on quality and competition. Good 

teas sold fully firm. Remainders sold at barely steady prices.  

RD: Best & Good category sold substantially easier based on quality. Better medium, medium 

and plainer teas sold barely steady.  

  

ORTHODOX DUST 

DEMAND: - Good demand.  

MARKET: High grown primary dust continues to sell at irregularly easier prices  with few unsold 

lots. Secondary teas sold barely steady. Other category primary dust sold easier by Rs. 4 to 7. 

Secondary grades sold barely steady, powdery and fibrous sorts were discounted. 

 (Courtesy - J.Thomas & Co. Pvt. Ltd) 



Guwahati Auction of 23rd April 2024 

Fair demand. Good liquoring teas are selling at irregular levels in line with quality. Remainder 

tending easier . (ABL- 67%).  HUL selective. Western India active. Internal/ Exporters operating.  

(Courtesy - Associated Brokers Pvt Ltd )  

Bangladesh Auction 

The above market report details were not available at the time of printing this publication. 

 


